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Sept. 23, 1994
MONTANA POLL SHOWS CONSIDERABLE VOTER SUPPORT
FOR INITIATIVES TO CONTROL GOVERNMENT SPENDING
MISSOULA Two constitutional initiatives that would alter fiscal decision-making at all levels of Montana
government are enjoying considerable public support, according to the latest Montana Poll
conducted by The University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
"Voter support as of mid-September is such that both CI-66 and CI-67 could succeed on
Nov. 8," said Susan Selig Wallwork, the bureau’s director of survey research.
CI-66 calls for a public vote on any new or increased taxes and some fees. CI-67 requires
"super majority" approval by elected bodies for any tax or spending increase.
"Supporters of CI-66 and CI-67 believe that taxes have become burdensome and that their
taxes pay for things they disapprove of," Wallwork said. "Many consider tax and spending issues
important enough to warrant more restrictive requirements and feel that they have little, if any,
sway with the elected officials who decide tax policy."
These concerns and criticisms surfaced in an earlier test run of the Montana Poll and were
offered for public reaction in the September survey, Wallwork said. The concerns might help
explain the widespread support for CI-66 and CI-67, she said, although survey respondents were not
asked to list their reasons for their positions. Even opponents of both measures expressed
considerable agreement with a couple of the criticisms, she said.
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Of the 411 adult Montanans polled between Sept. 9 and 13, some 51 percent supported CI66, and 47 percent endorsed CI-67. Roughly one-third were opposed to each measure (33 percent
and 32 percent, respectively).
Those who are likely to vote on Nov. 8 (about 80 percent of the total sample) were no less
supportive ~ 52 percent said they would vote for CI-66, and 50 percent said they would vote for
CI-67. Roughly three in ten were opposed in each case, with the rest undecided.
About 36 percent of all those polled supported both CI-66 and CI-67, while 21 percent
opposed both. Thirty percent supported only one of the measures, and the rest were undecided.
Among various subgroups, anywhere from a plurality to a clear majority supported each
measure, Wallwork said. Interestingly, she said, support for CI-66, the public vote measure, was
noticeably stronger west of the Continental Divide than east. CI-67, the super majority measure,
elicited no significant regional difference. Self-described conservatives and Republicans tended to
be more supportive, especially for CI-66, than those who described themselves as liberals or
Democrats.
Opposition was notably stronger among Montanans ages sixty-five and older, Wallwork
said. Roughly half (49 percent) opposed CI-66, and a plurality (44 percent) opposed CI-67. Only
29 percent and 36 percent, respectively, supported the measures. By contrast, only 29 percent of
younger Montanans were opposed to each; 50 percent or more supported each initiative.
When asked specifically what level of government in the state generated the most
frustration, or mistrust, most of those polled indicted them all (42 percent), Wallwork said.
Eighteen percent singled out the state; only about 6 percent cited city, county or other local
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government. Although asked only about the state, 16 percent insisted that the federal government
generated the most frustration.
Wallwork said some observers have suggested that Montana needs thorough reform of its
entire state and local tax structure, and that CI-66 and CI-67 will force that change. Supporters of
both CI-66 and CI-67 agreed (77 percent), but only 22 percent of opponents endorsed that
reasoning.
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Contact: Susan Wallwork, (406) 243-5113.
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M ontana P oll
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana).

Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide

Dates:

September 9-13, 1994

Topic:

Position on CI-66 and CI-67
All
Respondents
f n = 4 in

Likely
Voters
fn=327)

Favor

51%

52%

Oppose

33%

36%

Undecided

16%

12%

Favor

47%

50%

Oppose

32%

33%

Undecided

21%

17%

Favor both

36%

38%

Split (favor one, oppose one)

30%

29%

Oppose both

21%

23%

Position on CI-66, public vote measure (if voting today):

Position on CI-67, super majority measure (if voting today):

Position on both CI-66 and CI-67:

c

Contact:

Susan Selig Wall work
(Phone 406-243-5113)
Director of Survey Research
Bureau of Business and Economic Research
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Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana).

Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide

Dates:

September 9-13, 1994

Topic:

Criticisms Related to Montana Taxes and Government

All
Respondents
(n=40L)

Position on Cl-66 and CI-67
Favor
Oppose
Both
Split
Both
(n=1461

(n=124)

(n=87)

(Percentage of group that agreed with statement)

Montanans don’t want their taxes paying for
things they don’t approve of.

89%

99%

90%

80%

Montana state and local taxes are too burdensome
because they’re too high, and are increasing
too much.

75%

84%

81%

54%

Should require more than a simple majority
vote of the legislature to be adopted.

70%

84%

78%

42%

Should be decided directly by a public vote,
not just by the elected officials.

69%

89%

74%

34%

The legislature and local elected officials are not
responsive to the wishes of the public they were
elected to represent.

66%

81%

68%

47%

The legislature and local elected officials raise
taxes and spending without telling the public or
asking for their opinions.

57%

71%

60%

33%

Montana needs thorough reform of its entire state
and local tax structure, and CI-66 and CI-67 are
the only way to make that happen, by forcing the
state to do it.

53%

77%

56%

22%

Tax and spending measures are more important
than other issues and . . . .

Contact:

Susan Selig Wallwork
(Phone 406-243-5113)
Director of Survey Research
Bureau of Business and Economic Research

